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As a guide to the kind of thing which may be expected, from
the abler children at least, after a little instruction and exercise,
the following samples of finished work are tentatively offered as
criteria for use in the evaluation of the efforts of other children.
It should be understood that these samples represent not always
the first versions but often the, second (and sometimes third)
revisions by their authors. In comparing one age with another
development will be seepi to take place in sentence-length,
sentence-complexity, phraseology and vocabulary, in the skilful
subordination of the less important to the more important ideas,
and, above all, in the imaginative grasp of the chosen subject.
A THREE-SENTENCE WRITTEN COMPOSITION SCALE
AGE 8
Once a* woman kept a hen that laid an egg every day. She
thought to herself that if she gave her hen twice as much food it
would lay twice as many eggs. But the hen got fat and lazy and
wouldn't lay any eggs at all.
AGE 9
Joan of Arc was a brave French girl who was told by the angels
that God wanted her to drive the English out of her country. She
went to the King and told him her story and he gave her permission
to lead his soldiers into battle. But after she had won many great
battles somebody betrayed her to the English who had her burnt
as a witch.
AGE 10
One day a dog stole a piece of meat from a butcher's shop and
ran off home to enjoy it. On his way he had to cross a stream and
looking down he caught sight of his reflection in the water. He
thought it was another dog with another piece of meat and in
snatching at it he dropped his own piece of meat which disappeared
down the stream.
AGE n
The Pied Piper of Hamelin is a poem about a plague of rats
which invaded the town of Hamelin a long time ago. The people
were in despair until the Pied Piper said he would rid them of their
vermin on condition that they paid him a thousand guilders.
After charming the rats into the Weser he was refused the reward
and so in revenge he charmed away the children of Hamelin into
a cavern in the hills and they have never been heard of since.
AGE 12
The Children's Hour covers a large variety of subjects to suit
the different tastes of listeners, and although it previously occupied